
  YMCA Creator Space 
 (YCS) identifies as “a unique 
third space that acts as the sweet spot be
tween home and school for  neighborhood 
youth.” These “third spaces” currently 
operate both at the Hilltop and Homewood 
YMCA’s, as well as in the Allentown Learning 
and Engagement  Center in partnership with  
the Brashear  Association. As a yearround 
initiative, the YCS sees more than 400 kids 
 annually. “We work hard to help kids learn 
how to think, not what to think, by teaching  
the mental model of design thinking,” explains 
Nic Jaramillo, director of the YMCA Creator 
Space. “We joined the APOST Quality Cam
paign so we could connect with likeminded 
colleagues and a wider variety of resources 
that would allow us to further iterate on 
our own program design. It’s continuing to 
help us evolve and get better at what we do 
 everyday.” The YMCA Creator Space became  
a Quality Campaign member in mid2015.

Quality  
Campaign 
member 
Spotlight

Show your SUPPORT for QUALITY out-of-school programs for Allegheny County youth!
n	Share student success stories from Quality programs
n	Encourage providers to become Quality Campaign members
n	Advocate for access for all kids to Quality outofschool programs

Here’s how you can make a difference.

Afterschool and summer programs keep kids safe,  
inspire learning and help working families.Campaign  
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APOST @apostpgh

a f t e r s c h o o l p g h . o r g

January 2016 
 43 members
 22,225 youth served 

November 2015 
 39 members
 22,000 youth served 

Welcome to new  
members: 
n Carnegie Science 

Center
n Gwen’s Girls
n Rankin Christian 

Center
n Sense of Place  

apost@uwac.org
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Aaron Altemus taught English and Social Studies in the Wilkinsburg School District 
before he got involved with afterschool programming in 2013. Now he is a major 
 supporter of out-of-school time. “Afterschool programming exposes students to unique 
opportunities they otherwise wouldn’t have. Our kids work with 3D printers, use CAD 
software, and study African drumming—at no cost to their parents!” Aaron is project 
director for the Prime Time Afterschool Program through The Consortium for Public 

Education. Aaron is dedicated to ongoing professional development for his staff who work with  
240 seventh and eighth graders in Woodland Hills Schools. Through APOST, Aaron is participating 
in the University of Pittsburgh’s Simple Interactions study. “By shooting and eventually sharing short 
video clips of our staff working with our kids, we will be able to engage our staff in discussions about 
effective interaction strategies to create and maintain a positive atmosphere.”

Spotlight on Practitioner: Aaron Altemus

Afterschool matters to me because  
if I was not in afterschool programs,  
I would probably be in the wrong crowd.

       A student from Saturday Light Brigade Radio, Spring 2015  


