
Reggie’s Story (Grades 7-12) 
 

Reggie is a frequent participant in your program. He is seventeen years old, a big fan 
of comic books, and Black. He’s been a member of the group for a few years, since before he 
began transitioning and calling himself a stud. Despite your best efforts, there are a couple 
of staff members who continue to call Reggie by his deadname, Reneé, including one of the 
community volunteers. Reggie has a reputation for getting smart with adults who do this. 
 
 When Reggie shows up to program today, he is in a huff and seats himself in the back 
corner of the room. Shortly after, Phillip, another frequent participant, comes in with a few 
friends. They sit at a table within earshot of Reggie’s, and after a minute or two Phillip makes 
a comment about Reggie’s outfit not fitting “her” hips. Reggie immediately gets up, walks 
to the front of the room, and asks if Phillip has something to say. A community volunteer 
steps in to try and calm Reggie down, but she uses his deadname. “That’s not my name,” 
Reggie shouts, and knocks over a box of program materials. Before you know it, one of your 
staff members is calling home to speak to Reggie’s mom—but she says she doesn’t know a 
Reggie. She only has a daughter named Reneé. 
 

Where are the trouble points in this story? What could have gone differently? 
What policies or practices would have made a change? What can Reggie teach us? 

 
 

Chick’s Story (Grades K-6) 
 
 You know Chick because everyone in the neighborhood knows Chick—and how 
could you not? Each day they visit your program is a joyful, animated series of events where 
Chick does things like lead a group-wide game of hide and seek or perform a favorite book 
for their friends. Some days, they wear a backwards hat and Converse sneakers, and other 
days they skip through the halls in a tiara and polka-dot skirt. It seems to you that Chick is 
well-liked by just about everyone they meet. Chick’s parents have always seemed extremely 
supportive of their child. Usually, Chick’s mom drops them off at program after school as she 
heads to work, and Chick’s dad picks them up once he’s finished his shift downtown. It’s 
always big hugs and smiles from both parents whenever they’re around, and the couple has 
gotten to know the program staff and other parents over the years. 
 
 One day, as you’re getting snacks ready, you’re surprised to find Chick hiding behind 
a table, sitting on the floor and crying. You sit down on floor next to them and ask what’s 
wrong. Chick tells you that a new kid in the program has been picking on them all day. He 
says Chick is weird, and that boys with short hair can’t wear nail polish. “But I’m not a boy,” 
Chick tells you with tears in their eyes. As you begin to comfort Chick, they look you in the 
eye and ask, “Do you think I’m weird?” 
 

Where are the trouble points in this story? What could have gone differently? 
What policies or practices would have made a change? What can Chick teach us? 


